
Manfred R. Lehmann

Dr. Manfred R. Lehmann is. a prominent businessman
who has made important contributions to the field of
Jewish scholarship.

A JEWISH FINANCIER'S
LASTING "INVESTMENT"

At the end of the Thirty Years War in 1648, Eastern Europe was
emaciated and ravished, the people impoverished and the economies
shattered. After the terrible Chmelnicky pogroms which soon followed
the end of the War, Jewish communities were practically eradicated
from Eastern Europe. Certainly the large centers of learning, the
yeshivot of the East-where the German Jews, for generations, had
sent their young men for their Jewish education and training - had
vanished. Even copies of the Talmud were unavailable, and no reprints
were possible in Poland. Judaism stood before abrupt spiritual death
in Central and Eastern Europe.

At that very point in history, the very political system of

statescraft changed overnight. Instead of being a unified and religious
world, as exemplified in the Holy Roman Empire, Central Europe
fell apart into a vast number of small duchies and kingdoms, each
competing with one another in commerce and finance, as well as in
warfare. This led to the introduction of mercantilsm and early capi-
talism. Overcoming religious prejudices, the rulers of these states
suddenly found it irresistible to use Jewish talent, briliance and
financial acumen to guide, nay, lead their affairs. The introduction
of the "Court Jews" - men who in very quick succession attained the
positions equallng the posts of Ministers of Finance, Foreign Minis-
ters, Ministers of Industry, Royal Tax Collectors and the like- gave
unprecedented political and financial power to a growing class of
Jewish leaders. Almost all the leaders were observant, i many of them
great talmudic scholars, but all determined to use their newly won
power for the benefit of their oppressed brethren. In short, they
constituted the finest examples of the shtadlan.

To the memory of my father Hans Lehmann z'f (1885-1949) who was very proud of his
Halberstadt ancestry.
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The most important personality among the "Court Jews" was
without doubt Behrend Lehmann. This is because of his long-term
contributions to the survival of Jewish scholarship. He used his vast

fortune to build several important synagogues - in his native Halber-
stadt, but also in Berlin, Cracow and elsewhere, He also helped in the
printing of two important editions of the Talmud, and, more than
anything else, established the Klaus in Halberstadt, an academy of
advanced scholars, whose sustenance he underwrote.

The Klaus, literally an enclosure, was a small building, housing
an academy for advanced scholars - rarely numbering more than two
to three-who, without having any communal burdens whatsoever

could devote their entire time and talents to the study of .the Torah
and the Talmud. It had also a small synagogue attached to it, as the
Halberstadt archives show. (The "Foundation" document of 1730
makes reference to synagogal objects in the Klaus.) It is of con-
siderable significance to note that the community of Halberstadt at
large seems to have misunderstood Behrend Lehmann's objectives
wÌth the Klaus. From time to time, they would put pressure on the
Klaus scholars to undertake the teaching of the children of the com-
munity, and thus turn the Klaus into a heder. Behrend Lehmann,
during his own lifetime, had to fight off these attempts. He is known
to have written an urgent letter while traveling for the King to Minsk,
in White Russia, to the leaders and rabbi of Halberstadt:

The Klaus which I, with the permission of the King, and with your ap-
proval, have erected for Torah studies by scholars was only built for this pur-
pose, and I have spent large sums on it. Now opponents are protesting against
it and try to influence the Regent to arrange that it wil only serve for the

education of the young and for teachers of children. 
2

He goes on to threaten that he wil move his family to another town
and-this argument carried enormous weight-would pay taxes
elsewhere, if the community did not reinstate the Klaus for its
original function and purpose as an academy for scholars alone. In
later years, according to the archive, the Klaus scholars were

pressured to assume the teaching of children. It is remarkable that
Behrend Lehmann, himself not a scholar, understood the importance
of advanced Talmud studies, uninterrupted by any communal obliga-
tions. No wonder that the Halberstadt Klaus produced some of the
greatest leaders of German Jewry, including Rabbi Akiba Eger the
Elder (died 1758), Rabbi Esriel Hildesheimer and Rabbi Josef NobeL.

It must be called a providential phenomenon that a generation
of shtadlanim evolved, wealthy Jewish leaders, inspired by a yearning
to support Judaism and Jewish scholarship, and profoundly aware of
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their responsibility to rebuild and maintain Jewish institutions of
learning, whether in Germany or in Poland. This phenomenon
helped fil in the vacuum left behind by the holocaust of the 17th cen-
tury, and established Germany as an independent center of Jewish
learning. This epoch in Jewish history, being so crucial for Jewish
survival, certainly merits closer examination than has been the case
til now.

Behrend Lehmann, also known as Issakhar Berman Segal, was
born in Halberstadt, Central Germany, on Nissan 27th, 1661. He
died on Tamuz 24th, 1730. Even as a young man he proved an
unusual talent for business and finance, and was soon discovered by
King Augustus of Saxonia ("August der Starke") who soon entrusted
to him the management of his manifold financial affairs. These grew
more and more intricate as King August, a young, robust and un-
satiably ambitious ruler, set his sights on the throne of Poland.
Behrend Lehmann spent his adult years crossing incessantly back and
forth throughout Europe, not only raising loans for the King, buying
arms and provisions for his armies, buying diamonds and jewelry for
the palace, buying and sellng large country estates for his royal
master, but also negotiating international treaties on behalf of King
August, culminating in the intrigue-filed negotiations which landed
him the throne of Poland in 1697. It was at this time in history that
King Charles XII of Sweden appeared on the horizon. The "Swedish
Lion"3 soon held most of Europe at ransom, by holding all the Baltic
provinces, and defeating Peter the Great again and again.4 He invaded
Poland to remove August from the Polish throne (1704) and to en-
throne his own Polish favorite. He succeeded in doing this. But Sax-
onia closed treaties with Denmark and Russia to oppose the Swedish
threat, and finally, after Russia's victory over the Swedes at Poltava,
in the Ukraine, August was reinstated as Poland's king in 1709. During
all these critical years, Behrend Lehmann was the driving force in
Europe, negotiating on behalf of his king with the Poles, Danes, the
Russians. It is not known whether he personally met with the Swedish
King, but this is highly likely.'

The àmounts of money which Behrend Lehmann had to raise
for his royal master were truly astronomic. One such assignment was
successfully concluded by him when he raised ten milion thalers,
which by modern standards would correspond to a few bilion
dollars.

Behrend Lehmánn's travels were providentially, however, also
of great significance for Polish Jewry as well as German Jewry. Thus
he built a synagogue in Cracow, after others had been left in ruins
after the Thirty Years War and the subsequent pogroms. On one of
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his trips, he met Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Harif in Bialah and promptly
brought him back with him to Halberstadt, where the famous tal-
mudist was installed as the rabbi. There Rabbi Harif raised Talmud
learning in Halberstadt to a very high leveL.

In 1691, just as his high goal of securing Poland's throne for his
master had been attained, Behrend Lehmann used the king's promise
of rewards primarily for the building of a magnificent synagogue in
Halberstadt, and to print a new edition of the Talmud. He had
brought with him copies of the Talmud from Poland and arranged
for scholars to prepare a new edition, which was printed in Frankfurt
on the Oder, in 1697 - the very year of King August's coronation as
king of Poland! Three lengthy haskamot were printed to introduce
the Talmud edition by the chief rab bis of Frankfurt/Main and Amster-
dam. The text of these haskamot arè moving in their description of
the utter disappearance of copies of the Talmud, and how learning,
as a consequence, was threafened with extinction, until Behrend
Lehmann, who is always described in the most exalted terms, came to
the rescue with the printing of a new edition. This accomplishment is
described as a result of the contacts between the Polish rabbis and the
wealthy German community leader. 6

A few years after August had been finally reinstated on Poland's
throne in 1709, Behrend Lehmann no doubt found himself at the
apex of his power and wealth, and turned his attention to the most
important communal projects-the building of the synagogue and
the establishment of the Klaus.

The documents connected with these two historic enterprises are
fortunately preserved in an archive which is in my possession,

although the Nazis, in November 1938, destroyed most of the Jewish
records of Halberstadt together with the burning of some 90 Sifrei
Torah (many coming from neighboring communities), after the
magnificent synagogue had been destroyed by fire during the
"Kristallnacht." My archive covers the years 1713-1847, a span of 134
years of German-Jewish history, and are not only important as
historic records, but also as a source of inspiration as to communal
responsibility to be practiced by Jewish leaders in all ages!

In 1714, an extensive document was signed between Behrend
Lehmann and the elders of the community containing terms for the
financing of the building of the synagogue. The previous synagogue
of Halberstadt had been destroyed in 1669 on orders of the local
mayor. 7 It was only through the intercession of Behrend Lehmann
before the king, that permission for building a new synagogue had
been granted. On Nissan 27th, 1714 (Lehmann's 43rd birthday), the
great benefactor paid the huge amount of 6000 thalers to his com-
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munity in the form of a "loan," to cover the construction of the
magnificent building.8 This was one of the most magnificent syna-
gogues anywhere in Europe and stood for 230 years. The "loan" of
the 6000 thalers was, however, fraught with unusual conditions.
Firstly, Behrend Lehmann from the beginning waived the repayment.
Secondly, an almost unique clause stated that interest was payable in
perpetuity by the community. The rate of interest was fixed at 6 per-
cent per annum for the coming 26 years, until 1740. Thereafter-
"unless God forbid the Messiah has not yet come til that time" - the
rate of interest is reduced to 5 percent, payable in perpetuity. How-
ever-and here comes the unusual condition which makes the transac-
tion and this archive so important for Jewish communal history-
none of this interest is payable to Behrend Lehmann or his descen-
dants, but only the "yoshvei bet hamidrash," the scholars studying in
the Klaus of Halberstadt, built and established by Behrend Lehmann
in a previous year. This undertaking by the community was taken
most solemnly and seriously and was in fact observed for an unusually
long period of time, as we shall see below. The long contract -' pre-
served in my archive in Hebrew as well as in German9 - includes some
saving clauses, which in themselves reflect the tragic history of Jews
in Germany. The leaders of the community reserved for themselves
the right to suspend payment of interest during periods of undefined
persecution or crisis - which they assumed would always be of tem-
porary nature - so that payment of the interest would be resumed
once the crisis would be over. i 0

Another archival document discloses that Behrend Lehmann
had entered into a similar agreement with the Jewish community of
Berlin. In a document dated Iyar 13, 1713 (one year before the

Halberstadt transaction), he had signed a contract with the Berlin
community. Under the terms of the contract he lent them 3000
thalers as a contribution to the building of a new synagogue, with the
proviso that the repayment of the "loan" was waived, and that an an-
nual interest payment of 5 percent would go to the scholars of the
Klaus in his native town of Halberstadt. The community's grateful
acknowledgement of the generous contribution, is beautifully ex-
pressed in the following passage contained in the contract:

Behrend Lehmann, of Halberstadt, renowned for his outstanding
benevolence, travelled through this town, and seeing us occupied with the
building of our synagogue which was being undertaken with the approval of
His Most Gracious Majesty the King, who conferred upon us his favor and
commanded us to build a House of Worship, he (Behrend Lehmann) too
began to do all he could to help establish this beautiful building, in such a way
that it should be a "Mikdash Me'af' (Miniature Temple), lacking in nothing. It
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was his sincere intention, for the sake of God, to have a share in this great
religious undertaking, as he is generally accustomed and in his goodheartedness
he strove to become a significant participant in the glorification of Israel,
within many communities and his name is already famous in synagogues and
prayer houses in many places.

A few months before his death in 1730, Behrend Lehmann
entered into a new contract with the Halberstadt Community, turning
the Klaus into a perpetual family foundation or trust (Stif-
tungsurkunde). As provided in the contract, the title of the building
and all its furnishings remain the property of descendants and heirs
of Behrend Lehmann, who also retain the right to approve or disap-
prove the candidates for scholarships to the Klaus. (However, the ap-
pointment of the Head of the Academy-the Rosh Yeshivah-was
already reserved for the community itself in the above quoted con-
tract of 1714.)

We can now safely leave the scene of Halberstadt for a period of
123 years, only to revisit the town in 1836, when the archive's

documents resume again. What had happened with the fulfilment of
the Agreement of 1714 between the community and the heirs of
Behrend Lehmann? It is clear that the community had faithfully
fulfiled its financial obligations under the contract to the scholars of
the Klaus and had paid all the sums due each year - 360 thalers per
year until 1740 and 300 thalers thereafter. The Lehmann family had
long moved elsewhere. The community was now headed by Ahron
Hirsch, a member of the famous dynasty of metal and ore merchants,
whose first member, Zvi Hirsch Goettingen, arrived in Halberstadt in
1788, according to one of the documents in my archive. Under him,
the community took steps to alleviate somewhat the burden of con-
tinued payments of the "interest" amounts due under the old con-
tract. A request had been made, through the intermediary of the local
magistrate, of a leading descendant of Behrend Lehmann, the banker
Cossman Behrend in Hanover. The request, dated December 26th,
1836, asked for a reduction in the interest from 5 percent to 4 per-
cent, which would be a saving of 60 thalers annually. Banker
Behrend, however, in a letter dated January 11th, 1837, indignantly
rejects the request, with pointed reference to the contractual agree-
ment existing since his ancestor Behrend Lehmann's days.

The two resident scholars affected by this dispute were Rabbi
Gershon Jehoshafat" and Rabbi Josef Enger. 

12 Their own petitions

for relief are also part of my archives. At their urging, the community
turned now to two leading rabbinic authorities in Germany: Rabbi
Jacob Ettlinger (author of Arukh Laner) of Altona- Germany's last
Ab Bet Din-and R. Wolf Eger of Braunschweig (second cousin of
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Klaus scholar Rabbi Josef Eger). Their teshuvot (responsa) are also
contained in my archive. Both give synonymous decisions: the word
given to Behrend Lehmann (whom they both praise extensively in
their epistles), must be respected without change or reduction,
regardless of the length of time which has elapsed since the contract
was signed.

By 1842, the community has a new president, Josef Isaac
Hirsch, successor to his father, just deceased. Josef Isaac Hirsch was
the first Halberstadt Jew who was admitted as a member of the city
government and who entered political life in Germany. This may ex-
plain why the community, under his presidency, had access to the
royal government in the State Capital of Magdeburg. An appeal is
made on April 30th, 1845 to the Ministry of Interior of the Royal
Government, with a petition for reduction of the interest payment to
4 percent. However, much to the embarrassment of the Jewish com-
munity, the royal government, by a long letter dated March 8, 1846,
firmly rejects the petition, but not without missing the chance to
chastise the community for its imier discord and disunity. This nasty
missive is topped with an admonition to the Jews in general:

A religious community does not depend so much on public law as on har-
monious cooperation among its individual members, particularly in the case of
a Jewish community whose Constitution is partly rooted in the articles of
faith, and is independent of secular law, being conditioned by the discretion of
conscience, and thus can correspondingly only be based on concilation and
acceptance of religious teachings.

A later document in my archive, this time written by the two suf-
fering Klaus scholars themselves, and dated Heshvan 20th, 1847,
complains that the community, regardless of adverse rulings by all
consulted authorities, had unilaterally gone ahead with the reduction
of the interest by 1 percent, and was paying them only 4 percent an-
nually. Their bitter complaints mark the end of the fascinating se-
quence of documents in my archive, and leave it to our conjecture
how the dispute was ultimately resolved.

This archive permits Jews not only to witness the magnanimity
and foresight of a giant in Jewish history, Behrend Lehmann, but
also, through the perspective of more than a century, to follow the

long-term effect of his judgments and acts. The history of Jewish
scholarship in Germany would never have been the same without the
leadership offered by the scholars who had passed through the Klaus
of Behrend Lehmann. Divine Providence had given this great per-
sonality insight to devise institutions which would be of lasting
benefit, long after his death.
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But beyond the light shed by this important archive, its transac-
tions are a challenge to Jewish leaders and men of influence and
wealth in every generation, especially in our own days, in the ques-
tion of how to invest their money for the lasting benefit of the Jewish
people. Behrend Lehmann made his life's best investment when he
built the Klaus and endowed its scholars in, what he thought would
be, perpetuity. The obligation to invest in Jewish scholarship is today
perhaps even more pressing than 300 years ago. Behrend Lehmann's
example can become alive again as an inspiration to our own genera-
tion.

NOTES

1. The prominent exception is the case of Josef Suess Oppenheimer ("Jud Suess") who was
non-observant til his tragic fall took place. But he then performed dramatic and truly
moving teshuvah; his final moments were a true kiddush hashem. See Selma Stern, The
Court Jew (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1950), pp. 257 ff.

2. Louis and Henry Frankel, Forgotten Fragments, (Copenhagen: Forlaget Henry Fraenkel,

1975), VoL. i, p. 62.
3. R.M. Hatton, Charles XLL of Sweden (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1968), p. 170 f.
4. Robert K. Massie, Peter the Great (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1980), p. 289 f.
5. See Carl Grimberg, Svenska Folkets Underbara Oeden (Stockholm, 1925), VoL. IV, p. 593 f.
6. The Talmud was reprinted less than 20 years later in Frankfurt/Main, again with the sup-

port and permission of Behrend Lehmann, as acknowledged in the handsome title page. I
have in my possession copies of both editions. The exquisite leather binding, the elaborate
steel corners and clasps, bespeak the importance attached to each volume by the grateful
Jewish communities of the time.

7. The axe which began the destruction of the previous synagogue was preserved in the City
Museum of Halberstadt as a precious possession, .bearing the proud legend of its role in
the act of destroying the Jewish house of worship.

8. The community was called "Kehall Adath Jeshurun." I wish to record here that my late
father, Hans Lehmann z'f (1885- I 949) was very proud of his family having originated in
Halberstadt. Therefore, when in i 938 he rescued an entire synagogue from destruction in
Hamburg-at the request of his old friend Rabbi Josef Carlebach, the martyr of sainted
memory - he brought the furnishings of the synagogue to Stockholm, Sweden, and

established it as a "Kehall Adath Jeshurun," in order to maintain the tradition of
Halberstadt. The Stockholm "Jeshurun" synagogue has remained in daily use ever since!

9. The document is signed by 29 rabbis and Elders, headed by Loeb Eger (died 1750), great-
great-grandfather of Rabbi Akiba Eger II, author of Gilyon ha-Shass.

10. The sadly beautiful formulation in Hebrew is the following:

nJ~ n'J~ iK lJiiJ K~W O'JW iK ~JW ~T'K i"n ~,~'W OK
~~i' ~Ð~W ~~ ~J J inJ~ in' J K~ iWK ~J'O oiw iK ~J 'i~

JiWn~ :i~i1i i:ii~
11. .Gershon Jehoshafat had a brother Paul Julius, who changed his name to Reuter, and

founded the Reuters News Bureau, famous til this day. Upon his conversion to Chris-
tianity he was knighted and was known as von Reuter.

12. Josef Eger (died 1854) was the 5th generation after Loeb Eger mentioned above.
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