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A TRIBUTE

It is a daunting honor to serve as guest editor of this Festschrift in
memory of a dear and revered friend, Rabbi Dr. Walter S. Wurzburger.
I am deeply grateful to Rabbi Shalom Carmy for asking me to under-

take this endeavor.
It was a great pleasure interacting with the many contributors to

this Festschrift, all distinguished scholars and all full of admiration for
Rabbi Wurzburger.

I first met Rabbi Wurzburger when he came to Ottawa to deliver a
lecture on behalf of Yeshiva University around 1970. My first impres-
sion was to endure—a man of such massive knowledge and inspirational
insight who was so genuinely humble.

Yes, he was controversial, but never by design. He was attacked for
speaking in places and to people that some thought he should not speak
to, even must not. He was a man of unbending principle, who felt it his
responsibility to share his ideas even in places where others dared not
tread. He went to these places because he felt it was the right and prop-
er way. It was not his style to do things for show. But he did show how
to do things.

He firmly believed in Judaism without shtick, in a principled, sincere,
thoughtful, embracing, and balanced religious affirmation. Lamentably,
we have only a few books of his brilliant and illuminating thinking. I am
surely not the only one who pushed him to write. He only embarked on
writing full volumes relatively late in his distinguished life. There were
many articles and abundant teaching and lectures, but no books.

Rabbi Wurzburger was truly revered in intellectual circles, as a giant
among thinkers. But he did more than think. The values that he
espoused in his thinking were the values that he lived. His commitment
to ahavat Yisrael was total and uncompromising. He embraced the
totality of kelal Yisrael with the fullness of his mind and heart.

He was a role model rabbi. He was principled. He was of impecca-
ble integrity, yet never giving off any airs about all this. He did not see
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his demeanor as anything special. It was the way to be, no accolades nec-
essary, or deserved. That made his unassuming greatness even more
admirable. And you could not ask for a more trusted friend and col-
league. With wisdom and self-deprecating humor, he guided and men-
tored in a most natural and comfortable manner. All this, with old-world
elegance. And he agonized over the insensitivities, the inconsistencies,
the destructive behaviors that intruded onto the community. He really
cared, and in a self-transcending way. 

Likewise, he always had a global rather than a narrow and parochial
vision. He understood the full profundity of the Jewish message to the
world and the importance of imparting that message. There were too
many who simply did not appreciate his way and did not fully grasp his
greatness.

If this Festschrift helps even in small measure to shine a light on this
extraordinary person and visionary thinker, then it will have been worth
the effort.

May his memory be a blessing and may his legacy be enduring.
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