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The Yom Kippur War - Israel and the Jewish People, edited
by MOSHE DAVIS (New York: Arno Press, 1974).

Reviewed by Howard Joseph

We have grown accustomed to
the instant analysis and evaluation

of the critical events that often con-
front us. These vary from the reac-
tion of the man in the street
through opinion polls to the back-
ground material or assessment of-

fered by the various media. At their
worst these judgments may appear
irrelevant, as attempts to fill up
time or space that must be filled
somehow; at their best they offer
perceptive insight as to the direction
in which we are moving and the
trends reflected by the event as
well as those likely to be affected'

by it. In either case the appraisal

itself becomes part of the factual
scene as a document for later evalu-
ation of the reaction of those who
lived through the crisis. The pre-
sent volume is an admirable ex-
ample of this genre. Based largely
upon a seminar held in Jerusalem

in December 1973, Professor Davis
- head of the Institute of Con-
temporary Jewry of the Hebrew
University which has the copyright

to the book - has assembled a
wide range of commentary on the
Yom Kippur War of that year. Re-
ports and interviews from Jewish

communities throughout the world
are included while the main bulk of
essays are of a serious, critical na-
ture, considering the worldwide

Jewish experience of that war.
Daniel J. Elazar presents an over-

view of the U.S. scene, with a con-

cern as to the differences and sim-

ilarities between the 1973 and 1967
experiences. This includes the re-
action of Jews on campus, public

identification with Israel, the de-
gree of Christian support, and the

organizational effciency and co-
operation within the American Jew-
ish community. All of these he
finds have increased, building upon
or reversing trends established in

1967. Although he judges - as
does Fackenheim later in the book
- that post-1967 Jewish Christian

discussions concerning Israel did in-
crease understanding of and sup-

port for Israel, among Jews, he
notes, it was the already committed
who became more so in 1973 while
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the uninvolved remained largely
this way-unlike 1967. He sees this
trend as likely to continue.

Elazar is impressed with the in-
creased cOmmunal co-ordination
demonstrated in 1967 and espe.
cially in 1973. Synagogues and
their leaders, often ~xcluded from
"offcial" community life, became
a large part of the overall effort
and worked harmoniously in fund-
raising and other activities with
other com.munal bodies. The great-
er unity of Jewish communities is

already affecting Jewish life as seen
in the agendas of agencies and fed.

erations who are now considering
support for activities and institu-
tions that were previously ignored,

e.g.., Jewish education.
Emil Fackenheim offers the per-

spective from Canada where he too
was impressed by the considerable
Christian support. (One should add
that this is in large measure due to
his efforts.) However, the reaction
of both Jewish and non-Jewish "in-
tellectuals" was disappointing.
Fackenheim cautions against a sense
of despair among some committed
Jews who are tired of wars and
afraid that Israel wil someday -
God forbid - be destroyed. The
root of this malaise is decidedly

spiritual, related to the intensity of
commitment to Israel and the role
Israel plays in the structure of

meaning of their lives as Jews.
Through spiritual disengagement
from Israel and a de-emphasis of

Israel's importance for Jewish mor-
ale, they hope - consciously or un.
consciously - to avoid the shatter-
ing of spirit that would result if
their worst fears are realized. These
fears, carried over from the long
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"moment of shudder" during the
war, "must be brought to full con-
sciousness - and defeated." This

must be done for the health of those
afficted, but also apparently, to

avoid their infectious nature, their
paralyzing effect on supportive ac-

tivities on behalf of Israel and Jew-
ish life which would cause the self-
fulfillment of the horrors.

Norman Lamm surveys the vari.
ous reactions within American Or-
thodoxy and finds three major posi-
tions . . . "the non-Zionist . . . usu-
ally associated with the Yeshivot;

that of the religious Zionist com-

munity and its sympathizers"; and
an independent approach with
which he associates himself.

While the first group "never en-
dowed the State with Messianic or
pre.Messianic significance," except
for the negative theological ap-

proach of Satmar, the events of
1967 and 1973 have aroused a de-
gree of Messianic speculation in
this community. This is in contrast
to the religious Zionist position that
always attributed Messianic value

to the founding of the State and
its survivaL.

Lamm's own view follows from
his critique of the second position.

If the State has Messianic worth
how can we explain its apparent
reverses and setbacks in 1973?
True, the Geulah Shelemah is not
claimed by this group but only the
Atchalta di'Geulah but this may b,e
an "unfalsifiable thesis" since suè-

cesses become Messianic and faÙ-
ures ignored! Furthermore, might

it not be an act of presumption to

assert claims of Messianic geulah,J

Is this not the prophetic prerogative
given only by word of God to him?
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Lamm would rather be a skeptic
or an agnostic on the Messianic
status of the State of Israel under

the present circumstances. If he is
not convinced intellectually of this.
position he draws support from the
psychological and historical knowl-
edge of the danger of Messianic
claims and the awful mistakes that
have been made in the past in its
name. "But mistakes, even honest
ones, can be made-witnes~ Rabbi
Akiva and his sponsorship of Bar
Kokhba as the Messiah." He con-
cludes that although the events of

our time may be providential they
are "not (necessarily) Messianic. . .
I accept the State as an act of re-
demption, but not every redemption
is necessarily Messianic."

This critique and thesis is chal-
lenging but not without its own

problems. Firstly there are prob-

lems with the use of terms such as

Messianic and Providential without
precise definitions. One might ask
are not all events Providential?

. What theory of Providence are we
assuming in our analysis?

Secondly, the issue of Bar Kokh-
ba and Rabbi Akiba. Was Akiba
wrong? Bar Kokhba is nowhere
called a false Messiah. His short

tragic period of rule may have been
indeed Messianic while it existed
for it brought independence and
some security while it lasted. This
view-based on comments in the
Mishneh Torah-has been ascribed
-among others-to Rabbi J. B.
Soloveitchik and applies equally

well to the State of IsraeL.

Thirdly, Lamm's distinction be-
tween "Messianic" and "redemp-
tion" bears study. How would it
look if we changed "redemption" to

"geulah"? - not every geulah is
Messianic! How deeply intercon-
nected are these two terms in J ew-

ish thought? Are they capable of
separation? Do they not run along
a continuum so that every redemp-

tion has a Messianic flavor? That

is why the Sages could support Bar
Kokhba as such or another suggest
that Hezekiah was Messiah. Mai-
monides calls David the "first Mes-
siah, for he saved Israel from its
enemies."

Elazar reports in this volume that.
the Satmar Rebbe considered the
1973 war to have "religious signi.
ficance" (Elazar's words - one is
curious about the original) because
its purpose was to save the lives of
Jews. To be sure, "religious signi-
ficance" is not only derived from
Messianic events but here we ar-
rive at the major problem, for
Lamm and others - how to under-
stand the successes? By "under-
standing" we intend the evaluation

of. the State of Israel from the per-
spective of Jewish concepts of his-
tory and values. The creation of the
State, the ingathering of exiles and
the persecuted, the continued daily

survival of the Yishuv and its agri-
cultural and economic growth (its
27 years already far surpass Bar

Kokhba's three), the recapture of
Jerusalem - all of these must be
explained, and they resemble so
closely many Prophetic and Tal-
mudic visions of Messianic redemp-
tion that one is forced to consider

these events in Messianic terms, if
not yet as the final Messianic Age.
There is no parallel here to ecstatic
visionaries roaming the Diaspora
with fantastic claims of authority.

These are real events which evoke
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an identification with scriptural
passages that have been part of our
consciousness for generations.

The essays mentioned are ,a few
of the many stimulating and chal-
lenging pieces included in this
worthwhile book. Through them
one is able to relive the moods of

that critical time in Our recent his-
tory that we call the Yom Kippur
War. As Yom Kippur is a time for
deep reflection so this book aids us
in carrying on that process of con-

templation such events demand of
us.

The History of Tyre. From the Beginning of the Second Millen-
nium R.C.E. until the Fall of the Neo-Babylonian Empire in 538
R.C.E., by H. JACOB KATZENSTEIN (Jerusalem, The Schocken

Institute for Jewish, Research, of the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America, 1973).

Reviewed by

Eric G. Freudenstein

Samson Raphael Hirsch, creator
and champion of the synthesis of
Judaism and modern Western civ-
ilization, once said that Judaism
must be studied "from within" (von
innen heraus). A careful and un-
biased study of the source materials

of our tradition wil lead us to a
correct interpretation and under-
standing of the Jewish heritage.
Hirsch himself was a brillant ex-
ponent of this method and his many
commentaries and other writings
bear testimony to the soundness of

his approach. While Hirsch's meth-
odology is sound as far as the legal
concepts and moral teachings of our
Torah are concerned, it would be
short-sighted to deny ourselves the
opportunity to analyze the insights
of modern historical scholarship, to
decipher ancient languages and to
study archaeology to better under-
stand the Bible's historical setting
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and the background against which
the life of the Jewish people un-

folded.
The History of Tyre, a labor of

love written over a period of ten
years, is an example of modern his-
torical research at its best. Even

though the book is not intended

primarily as a commentary on the
Bible or any of the Biblical books,

the reading of this volume wil
greatly add to the understanding

of many Biblical passages.
This is the sixth attempt, in mod-

ern times, to write the history of

Tyre, the Switzerland of the Bib-

lical period. Tyre - like modern
Switzerland - relied on its geo-

graphic location for protection

against miltary domination by the
great superpowers of the era. It

maintained !,olicies of neutrality
and non-involvement as long as
possible. The daily headlines con-
cerning the relations between Israel
and Lebanon increase our curiosity
to read of the relationship between
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the ancestors of these two peoples

three thousand years ago.

The book can be enjoyed by the
layman as well as by the scholar,
although not every chapter is of

equal interest to the general reader.
The chapter on Hiram I is fascin-
ating for its full historical analysis

of the relationship between King

Solomon and Hiram, King of Tyre.
The author then proceeds to give
us an account of Hiram's succes-

sors.
After reading the chapter on

Ethbaal, King of the Sidonians, the
father of Queen Jezebel, who is

only mentioned in passing by the
Bible, this ruler is no longer a face-
less cipher. He emerges from the
study of the historical sources as a
major figure in the history of the
Tyrian kingdom. Originally a priest
of the goddess Astarte, he kiled

the reigning monarch and ascended
the throne at the age of 36. He
reigned for 32 years, the golden

age of Tyre. His person is depicted
on the bronze reliefs from the gates
of Shalmaneser t King of Assyria,

as he is sending tribute from Tyre
to Shalmaneser III. Psalm 45, a

paean in celebration of the wedding
of a Tyrian princess and a King of
Israel, may be referring to Ahab
who "took'to wife Jezebel, daughter
of Ethbaal, King of the Sidonians

(I Kings 16: 31) ." Sanda (Die
Buecher der Koenige 1-11, Muen-
ster, 1911-12) explains the second
part of this verse "and he went and
worshipped Baal; he prostrated him-
self before him" as evidence that

Ahab went to Tyre in order to
worship there. The worship of Baal
in Tyre itself was probably a man-
euver on the part of Ahab to seal

the allance with Tyre. Katzenstein

explains the introduction of the

Baal worship in the period of the
monarchy as being politically mo-
tivated. The worship of the Tyrian
gods was primarily the result of
political expediency, not of relig-
ious conviction or sexual license.
Thus Manasseh of Judah was in a
certain dependent relationship to
the King of Tyre, Baal I. Exactly

as Ahab, in consequence of his alli-
ance with the King of the Sidon-

ians, had erected an altar to Baal
and made an Asherah, thus also
Manasseh, King of Judah, who be-
came an ally of Baal, King of Tyre
(II Kings 21: 3 ) .

Many passages in the Book of
Kings, Isaiah and Ezekiel come to
life on reading this history. The

annointing of the Aramean usurper
Hazael by the prophet Elisha (II
Kings 8, 7-15); Isaiah's ode on the
death of the oppressor (Isaiah
14: 4) and Ezekiel's prophecies
against Tyre (Ezekiel 26-28) are
given a new dimension by reading

the historical record. In the haftar-
ah of Parashat Vaera we rèad that

Ezekiel consoles N ebuchadnezar

for a futile campaign against Tyre
(Ezekiel 29: 17-18). According to
Katzenstein this passage has as its
historical background the celebrated
siege of Tyre - the longest in
Tyre's ilustrious history .. which
lasted thirteen years. The siege

came to an end without a capitula-
tion of Tyre. We now have a tablet
from the days of the siege which

clearly shows that, for some periods
of time during those thirteen years,
Nebuchadnezar himself was in
charge of the siege. This fact,
doubted by so many modern com-
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menta tors , according to the author
"is a wonderful testimony for the

trustworthiness of Ezekiel (Ezekiel
26: 7) . According to the prophet, the
conquest of Egypt was to serve as
compensation for the Babylonian

army and its king for the hardships
endured during the siege of Tyre.
Indeed, about four years after the
lifting of the siege, N ebuchadnezar
marched on Egypt (568 B.C.E.)
and the Babylonian records indi-
cate that Nebuchadnezar looked.
upon this invasion as a great vic-
tory.

The book concludes with a de-
tailed account of the last years of
Tyre in the Neo.Babylonian period.
This chapter throws much light on
the activities of N ebuchadnezar and
incidentally verifies a talmudic state-
ment. The Babylonian king is said
to have ruled approximately one

generation or 40 years (Tanhuma
Vaethchanan 1); the exact time is
given in M egila 11 b as 45 years,

based on a combination of Biblical
verses and tannaitic tradition. We
now have good independent records
of Nebuchadnezar's life. He ruled
from July 605 til October 562
B.C.E. or 43 years. If a new regnal
year starts on the first of Tishri
(Commentaries on Mishnah Rosh

Hashanah 1: 1) we have 45 years.
Moreover Nebuchadnezar is men-
tioned as co-commander with his
father for the first time in April
607. At that time he was Crown
Prince. His career as miltary com-
mander and later as king thus
spanned a period of 45 full years.
Thus the accuracy of the Talmudic
tradition is confirmed by the his-
torical record.

One word of criticism: The au-
thor is carried away by his subject.
In his view, the rulers of Tyre could
do no wrong. The evil in J ezebel's
character is ignored. One is made
to feel that Eliah, Elisha and the

other prophets are a group of surly
fundamentalists who do not
appreciate Tyre's greatness and

cosmopolitanism. The fact re-
mains, . however, 'that this history
was published in the year 1973,

(over 2500 years after the end of
Tyre's independence) in Jerusalem,
the religious and political capital
of Israel, while Tyre today is no
more and its religion remains a
relic of the past. But this under-

standable excess of the author's en-

thusiasm for his subject does not

diminish in any. way the usefulness

and enjoyment of this excellent
work.
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