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OBSERVING YOM HASHO'A

To THE EDITOR:

As an addendum to Joel B.
Wolowelsky's article on "Observing Yom
HaSho'a" (Tradition, 24:4, Summer 1989),
I would note two responsa on the topie by
the late Chief Rabbi of Israel, R. Isaae
Halevi Herzog, recently published hy
Mossad HaRav Kook along with his other
letters. These two letters (numbers 99 and
i 00) appear in the second volume of Orah
Hayyim, which serves as the opening

section of this projected eighteen-volume

work.
The first letter endorses the establish-

ment of a national day of destruction, and
the letter deals with the more limited topic
of reading the Vayihal portion from a Torah
scroll for a group of individuals who have
voluntarily taken upon themselves a fast
day in commemoration of Hurban Europe.

It is interesting to note that in a

postscript to the first responsum, R. Herzog
deals with the famous Kinnot passage" ein
lehosif moed shever vetaveira (we may not
add (an extra) season (of mourning) for the
destruction and conflagration)," often inter-
preted to mean that no day can be added to
commemorate suffering and destruction
beyond that already estahlished by the
rabbis. This passage, which caused some
(including-according to oral reports-
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik) to express a
reluctance to the institution of Yom
HaSho' a, is understood by R. Herzog in a
different light in the context of the thrust of
the rest of the Kinnah Mi Yiten in which it
appears, and in his opinion does not

preclude establishing a memorial day for
the Holocaust.

(RABBI) NATHA:'IEL HELFGOT
Frisch Yeshiva High School
Paramus, New Jersey

To THE EDITOR:

i agree with Joel Wolowelsky's suspi-
cion regarding the selection of the date for
observing Yom HaShoa. I am of Viennese
descent, my parents having arrived in the
United States from Austria in 1939. I would
have preferred Kristalnacht, the Nazi-
sponsored pogrom known as "the night of
broken glass," as the day for commemorat-
ing the Holocaust. I think it signified the
exclusion of German-occupied Jews from
human society. But some people felt that
"fighting Jews" were more important than
Jews who went to their death without
fighting, completely overlooking and even
denigrating the spiritual heroism of those
who were unable to fight. I bitterly resent
that attitude.

(DR.) JOSEPH HIRSCH
Temple Sharon
Costa Mesa, CA

JOEL B. WOLOWELSKY COMMENTS:

Professor Dov Frimer has called to my
attention a recently-published responsum
by Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch (Responsa
Teshuvot veHanhagot, 5749 (1989), volume
two, number 721, page 408) on the subject
of establishing a separate memorial day in
commemoration of the Holocaust. R. Stern-
bueh, author of Moadim uZemanim, is vice
president of the Eida Hareidit, and I believe
he reflects the spirit of those who object to
observing Yom HaSho'a.

R. Sternhuch first recalls that in 1943,
when news of the destruction of European
Jewry was reaching Israel, Chief Rabbi
Herzog approached the Brisker Rov,
R. Yitzhak Ze'ev "Velvele" Soloveitchik,
regarding calling. for a day of mourning.
The latter refused, quoting the Kinnah "ein
lehosif. . . ." He conceded that there was no
halakhic source other than the words of this
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author for objecting to calling a day of
mourning, but maintained that this was
suffcient basis.

R. Sternbuch then turns to the question
of Yom HaSho'a:

And this would have been suffcient (objection
for us J if the day of mourning had been

establisbed by gaonim and pious people. But
this is the machinations of the free-thinkers
who established a special date (27 Nissan) as
the day of mourning, and some "rabbis"

(quotes in original-JBW) obsequiously
accepted their decision, God help us. It is
obvious that we should not join with them,

God forbid.
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