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GENERAL CONCERNS
Our tradition has generally felt that the best means by which to
combat assimilation is through aliyah to Israel; indeed, the Ramban
(Exodus 5:23) held that "(tlhere is no deliverance other than in the
Jews' departure from galut." Yet many Jews voluntarily remain in
galut, and over recent years Jews who were born in Israel or who arrived there early enough to acquire their Hebrew education nonetheless emigrated to the golah, often severing their connection with anything Jewish. It may be true that there is no assimilation in Israel, but
that is because such assimilation departs with the hundreds of thousands of assimilating Israelis who have left and continue to leave;
there is hardly any assimilation that is more grave than this. In our
times, the major barrier to national disintegration lies in introducing

significant Jewish education in Israel as well as abroad.
In our war on ignorance and assimilation, we place much hope
in the day schooL. But what can one do when the Jewish school is not

reinforced by a Jewish home, when the Hebrew school is without

Hebrew, and the Jewish bet-seIer (literally "house of the book") is
devoid of Hebrew books or even "the Book" and all it denotes to us
as Jews?

To be sure, we do not exhaust our responsibility to Jewish
education by simply setting up a Jewish day schooL. It requires additional support to withstand the pressures and challenges of the sur-

rounding culture and society. The school framework must doubtless

be filed with content, but the success of the school depends on a
significant Jewish education that includes the teaching of Hebrew (or

preferably Hebrew as the language of instruction) and a strong
Jewish home. To enhance the content of Jewish education in the
Jewish school, the Jewish home must be integrated as the transmitter
of the Jewish heritage from one generation to the next. Jewish education at school wil have litte impact if not reinforced by a Jewish

home, with a Jewish way of life in consonance with the message of
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the schooL. The home must serve as a living example to the child in
his daily life.

Some may propose that the ideal solution is a Jewish boardingschooL. But while this kind of institution merits our wholehearted
support it stil cannot substitute for home education. The biblical

commandment to educate the child "veshinantam levanekha," (and

you shall rehearse them to your children) is imposed upon parents
and further obligates them to "speak of them when dwelling in your
house, as you walk along the road, when you arise and when you

retire." The Jewish home must thus be organically integrated in the
educational process. Unfortunately, however, even some parents
who favor a Jewish education - who found schools and wrestle with
the problems of their maintenance - are in a predicament. On the one
hand some may waver in continuing the traditional heritage of their
forbears, but on the other hand they sincerely want to save their
children, to preserve their Jewishness and to transmit this heritage to
them. Indeed, they are convinced that it is this tradition alone which

can save them. This dichotomy, however, is detrimental to the
culture which they strive to impart to their children. Hence, much

more must be invested in the education of parents and in the
maintenance of the Jewish home.
Jewish education must aim for education to Jewish life. The
concept of identity is meaningless when not accompanied by deeds,

keeping the commandments, and daily realization in life of that
which is learned in schooL. The aim of learning is lishmor velaasot.
The school cannot confine itself to abstract values, it must teach how

to live those values and to exercise them in practice. We ought to
discard all education based on more Jewish folklore, an education of
games and celebrations, in favor of a meaningful Jewish culture
which entails living in accordance with the values imparted.
The third element, the teaching of Hebrew or choosing Hebrew
as the language of instruction, applies to all educational frameworks,
Orthodox or general. Our Sages (Tosefta Hagiga) taught:
When the infant first begins to talk, his father must speak with him in the Holy
Tongue and teach him Torah, and if he does not speak the Holy Tongue with

him and does not teach him Torah-it is as though he buried him.

Hebrew is a basic element in Jewish education, a condition of Jewish
existence. Unfortunately, this language is being removed from within
the walls of the Jewish schooL. This is part of a general process of

dissociation from Israel felt in many Jewish communities in the
golah, and it may be found even in the Orthodox schooL. The con-

cerned Jew must be alert to this condition and take vigorous action
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for improving it before it is too late. We must be honest and admit
that our efforts to intensify Jewish education must be directed not
only towards those estranged from Judaism but even to those Orthodox circles in the golah with otherwise strong schools systems but
which tend tp belittle certain sacred elements of our tradition which
surely belong to the foundations of Jewish existence.

Rabbi Yekutiel Yehuda Teitelbaum, one of the founders of the

Satmar Hasidim, wrote in Yitav Lev that in the land of Israel we are a
self-suffcient people and have no congress with the nations and are
not in any way joined to them; therefore we are called "IsraeL" But

when we are dispersed in the galut it is said about us, "And they
mixed among the gentiles," and then we are called "Yaakov," of
whom it is written "and his hand grasped the heel of Esau." Only in
the land of Israel are we called "Israel" because there we can ensure
our national uniqueness; in the golah we continue to grasp the heel of
Esau, unable to liberate ourselves from it as indicated by the title
"Yaakov." In the end, nothing can save us from the dangers of golah,
as it undermines the uniqueness and very identity of the Jewish people. True deliverance in every sense of the word can only come when
Israel abides in Erets Yisrael. In working towards that goal, strengthening Jewish education is an objective of paramount importance.
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