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ish and Portuguese Synagogue of New York City, for a period spanning
63 years. Universally respected, Dr. Pool was an outstanding spokesman
for Judaism in general and Sephardic Jewry in particular.
When I began serving Congregation Shearith Israel in September
1969, I had the privilege of sitting next to Dr. Pool on the teba (read-

er's desk) in the synagogue, where the rabbis and hazzanim of the
Congregation are seated. In the short time during which I knew Dr.
Pool, I learned much from him. And the more I read of his writings,
the more I appreciated his uniqueness and universality.
Dr. Pool was a staunch and admired leader of the American

Orthodox community. He was very active on behalf of the Rabbinical
Council of America and the Orthodox Union. He promoted his reli-

gious views in a wide array of communal organizations, as well as in
interfaith groups.
Dr. Pool died in December of 1970. This issue of Tradition is
dedicated to his memory, on the twenty-fift anniversary of his passing.
We gratefully acknowledge the generous sponsorship of this issue,
in loving memory of Dr. Pool, by Mr. Helmut N. Friedlaender, Mr.
Ronald P. Stanton and the Union of Sephardic Congregations. We are

grateful to the editors of Tradition for their kind cooperation and valuable assistance.

This issue includes never-before published archival material which

sheds light on Rabbi Pool and the spiritual world of which he was part.
It also includes articles on topics which were of major interest to him.
The broad range of articles in this issue reflects the grand religious
vision of

blessing to our com-

Dr. PooL. May his memory be a source of

munity for generations to come.
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